Bachelor of nursing students' experiences of learning biological sciences alongside medical students.
One of the features of the Bachelor of Nursing (BN) course at Nottingham University is that the students study some biological sciences alongside their medical counterparts. Formative evaluation of the processes of teaching and learning, with a view to monitoring and improving the process of education taking place, is an integral part of the BN curriculum. The findings obtained to date suggest that, whilst the students value some aspects of learning biological sciences with medical students, they are anxious about the effectiveness of the teaching methods being employed; the difficulty of what they are learning and the depth and level of knowledge required in order to deliver safe competent nursing care. They are also concerned about the medical bias of the content that they are being taught and its relevance for them as nurses. This paper will set the biological sciences component of the course in context within both the BN and the medical curriculum. The methods being used to evaluate the teaching and learning processes and the results of these evaluations will be discussed and the implications of the students' experiences will be explored.